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CHAPTER IV \ 
414 THE niST HUM 


A CAREFUL sta*v of the Imams reveals the bet that wju 
/Voto-p- mem hm buo md« immoriak. Tk best tbit 
A Am cu Jo is to pUm what «• cm fran the eerihat 
wmom to caabk os to dettimks what these oho wwe in real 
Ih, !■ their uagtorifisd and omctiltd existence. Yet at the 
an H— it Is nsceery to endeavour to picture the halo that 
later legend has given them. I ideas we go b e yon d what they 
wart to what baa been said about them, we will fail entirely to 
Mter into the spirit of Shiite Irian aod will not be aMr to expLik 
the growth of the aiaastag and aH-mcftasive doctrines that are 
aow considered (aadamentai to that faith. 

The earliest traditions show that AH’s dahns to Die caliphate 
wne wot regarded by his friends and eupportan as merely political 
mpirsllnni but as his divine right. The teaching end agitation 
d a comparatively obscure tiger* in the history of Iihun had 
mack to do with the rise and spread of this point of view. .W** 
.early as the caflpbate of Vlhman, an itinerant preacher named 
|bd Alah ibn Saba* had travelled widely throughout the empire, 

M Tabari says, *' sedbag to lead the Modems into error." 
Aooordb* to WcUhauma he was said to have boot a Jew before 
hi became a Muhammadan. Originally, be had come from Sana, . 
In the Yemen, and be hod worked in the 0i|as end in the neW* 
Mte of ahBasra Sad Xefa. and had aftenrardi (ourmyrd to 
Syria, end had nlthnatriy milled in Egypt. In Egypt ha had 
Ufa a leading part in the consp i racy ia favour of AS. and had 
dtdarvd that Abu Bakr and \}umr and Uthman were uaoxpm. 
The malcontents daring VHhman’s ca l iph a te had been in nxrct 
correspondence with Ibn Saba*, and be bad accompanied the 
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